


The balance between obedience to authority on the one hand, and
resistance to tyranny on the other.
 Multiculturalism and diversity.
Jewish survival in the Diaspora.
Self-sacrifice for the sake of others.
Women's rights.
Kindness between people.
Unity of the Jewish people.

The story of Purim took place some 2500 years ago, but its message is
still relevant today. Some of the themes addressed in the reading of
the megillah, and in the practices of the day, are as follows:

Here are a few excerpts from the sources, with some points you can
discuss with volunteers.



When Law and Responsibility Collide: Mordechai's Strange
Behavior

Most people would agree that it is important to follow the law and
respect the political system in which we live. What should we do,
however, when the laws goes against our sense of justice and morality? 

Where do we draw the line between the laws we simply do not like but go
along with anyway, and those that we have an ethical duty to disobey? 
 
Mordechai was a well known and influential member of the Jewish
community in Shushan. Look at how he seems to relate to the law... 



Ester 2:21-31

ֹמְֵר֣י ֑לֶךְ קָצַף֩ בִּגְתָ֨ן וָתֶֶ֜רשׁ שְׁנֵֽי־סִָריֵס֤י הַמֶּ֙לֶךְ֙ מִשּׁ ֽעַר־הַמֶּ ֣ב בְּשַׁ בַּיִָּמ֣ים הָהֵ֔ם וּמְָרדֳַּכ֖י יֹשֵׁ
֖לֶךְ אֲחַשְׁוֵֽרֹשׁ׃  הַסַּ֔ף וַיְבַקְשׁוּ֙ לִשְׁלֹ֣חַ יָ֔ד בַּמֶּ
At that time, when Mordecai was sitting in the palace gate, Bigthan and Teresh,
two of the king’s eunuchs who guarded the threshold, became angry, and plotted
to do away with King Ahasuerus. 
֥ם מְָרדֳָּכֽי׃ ֖לֶךְ בְּשֵׁ ֛ר לַמֶּ ֑ה וַתֹּ֧אמֶר אֶסְתֵּ ֣ר הַמַּלְכָּ בָר֙ לְמְָרדֳּכַ֔י וַיַּגֵּ֖ד לְאֶסְתֵּ  וַיִּוַָּד֤ע הַדָּ
Mordecai learned of it and told it to Queen Esther, and Esther reported it to the
king in Mordecai’s name. 
ֽלֶךְ׃ בְֵר֥י הַיִָּמ֖ים לִפְנֵ֥י הַמֶּ בָר֙ וַיִּמָּצֵ֔א וַיִּתָּל֥וּ שְׁנֵיֶה֖ם עַל־ֵע֑ץ וַיִּכָּתֵ֗ב בְֵּס֛פֶר דִּ ֤שׁ הַדָּ וַיְבֻקַּ
 ((פ
The matter was investigated and found to be so, and the two were impaled on
stakes. This was recorded in the book of annals at the instance of the king.

In this section of the Megillah, Mordechai learns of a crime. Even though the king was not
such a great guy, Mordechai intervenes and exposes the conspiracy, saving the king's life
and enabling the regime to continue. Shortly afterwards, however, Mordechai takes a
different approach to the Law of the Land.



In the following section, for no apparent reason he openly and stubbornly refuses to
obey the law.
Ester 3:1-3

ֽן־הַמְָּד֛תָא הָאֲגָגִ֖י ֩ הַמֶּ֨לֶךְ אֲחַשְׁוֵרֹ֜ושׁ אֶת־הָָמ֧ן בֶּ ל בִָר֣ים הָאֵ֗לֶּה גִּדַּ אַַח֣ר ׀ הַדְּ
֥ר אִתֹּֽו׃ ִָר֖ים אֲשֶׁ ּׂ ְֵא֑הוּ וַיָּ֙שֶׂם֙ אֶת־כִּסְאֹ֔ו מֵעַ֕ל כָּל־הַש ּׂ  וַֽיְנַש
Some time afterward, King Ahasuerus promoted Haman son of
Hammedatha the Agagite; he advanced him and seated him higher than any
of his fellow officials. 
֣עַר הַמֶּ֗לֶךְ כְֹּרִע֤ים וִּמֽשְׁתַּחֲוִים֙ לְהָמָ֔ן כִּי־ֵכ֖ן צִוָּה־לֹ֣ו וְכָל־עַבְֵד֨י הַמֶּ֜לֶךְ אֲשֶׁר־בְּשַׁ
֑לֶךְ וּמְָ֨רדֳּכַ֔י לֹ֥א יִכְַר֖ע וְלֹ֥א יִֽשְׁתַּחֲוֶֽה׃  הַמֶּ
All the king’s courtiers in the palace gate knelt and bowed low to Haman, for
such was the king’s order concerning him; but Mordecai would not kneel or
bow low. 
֣ה עֹובֵ֔ר ֵא֖ת מִצְוַ֥ת ֖לֶךְ לְמְָרדֳָּכ֑י מַדּ֙וּעַ֙ אַתָּ ֥עַר הַמֶּ ֛לֶךְ אֲשֶׁר־בְּשַׁ וַיֹּ֨אמְר֜וּ עַבְֵד֥י הַמֶּ
ֽלֶךְ׃  הַמֶּ
Then the king’s courtiers who were in the palace gate said to Mordecai,
“Why do you disobey the king’s order?”



  Do you agree or disagree with Mordechai's actions in each of
these cases?

Have you ever had to choose between obeying the law, and doing
what you felt was right? What did you do and why?

Is Mordechai an example for us today?

How can we go about confronting unjust laws?

 
Questions for discussion:

   

 
Never let your sense of morals prevent you from doing
what is right. -Issac Asimov



Responsibility or Opportunity - Ester 4:11-15
       

֣ר ָ֡ה אֲשֶׁ ֣ר כָּל־ִא֣ישׁ וְאִשּׁ כָּל־עַבְֵד֣י הַמֶּ֡לֶךְ וְעַם־מְִדינֹ֨ות הַמֶּ֜לֶךְ יֹֽוְדעִ֗ים אֲשֶׁ
תֹו֙ לְהָמִ֔ית לְ֠בַד מֵאֲשֶׁ֨ר ֣ר לֹֽא־יִקֵָּר֗א אַַח֤ת דָּ יָבֹֽוא־אֶל־הַמֶּלֶךְ֩ אֶל־הֶחָצֵ֨ר הַּפְנִימִ֜ית אֲשֶׁ
֛לֶךְ אֶת־שְַׁרִב֥יט הַזָָּה֖ב וְחָיָ֑ה וַאֲנִ֗י לֹ֤א נִקְֵר֙אתי֙ לָבֹ֣וא אֶל־הַמֶּ֔לֶךְ זֶ֖ה יֹֽושִׁיט־לֹ֥ו הַמֶּ
֥ים יֹֽום׃  שְׁלֹושִׁ
“All the king’s courtiers and the people of the king’s provinces know that if any
person, man or woman, enters the king’s presence in the inner court without
having been summoned, there is but one law for him—that he be put to death.
Only if the king extends the golden scepter to him may he live. Now I have not
been summoned to visit the king for the last thirty days.” 
ֽר׃ (פ בְֵר֥י אֶסְתֵּ  (וַיַּגִּ֣ידוּ לְמְָרדֳּכָ֔י ֵא֖ת דִּ
When Mordecai was told what Esther had said, 
֖לֶךְ ֣י בְנַפְשֵׁ֔ךְ לְהִמֵָּל֥ט בֵּית־הַמֶּ ֑ר אַל־תְַּדמִּ ֣יב אֶל־אֶסְתֵּ וַיֹּ֥אמֶר מְָרדֳַּכ֖י לְהָשִׁ
 מִכָּל־הַיְּהוִּדֽים׃
Mordecai had this message delivered to Esther: “Do not imagine that you, of all the
Jews, will escape with your life by being in the king’s palace. 
֣י אִם־הַחֲֵר֣שׁ תַּחֲִרישִׁ֮י בֵָּע֣ת הַזֹּאת֒ ֶר֣וַח וְהַצָּלָ֞ה יַעֲמֹ֤וד לַיְּהוִּדים֙ מִמָּקֹ֣ום אַחֵ֔ר וְַא֥תְּ כִּ
וּבֵית־אִָב֖יךְ תֹּאֵב֑דוּ וִּמ֣י יֹוֵד֔עַ אִם־לְֵע֣ת כָּזֹ֔את הִגַּ֖עַתְּ לַמַּלְכֽוּת׃
On the contrary, if you keep silent in this crisis, relief and deliverance will come to
the Jews from another quarter, while you and your father’s house will perish. And
who knows, perhaps you have attained to royal position for just such a crisis.”



     
When Mordechai sends a message to Ester, asking her to intervene and save the Jews,
she is initially hesitant. Even for the queen, approaching the king uninvited can lead
to death. Mordechai responds by telling her that this is her chance do something
meaningful, and that if she fails to act, someone else somehow will. She should not
think of trying to save others as a burden from which she might lose out. Rather, she
should see it as an opportunity to become part of something meaningful.

How does this source relate to the idea of volunteering? 
Who gains more, the recipient of kindness or the giver? 
Under what circumstances should you risk your own welfare for others?

Questions for discussion:



Actions of the Day- Ester 9:20-23
   
בִָר֖ים הֵָא֑לֶּה וַיִּשְׁלַ֨ח סְפִָר֜יםאֶל־כָּל־הַיְּהוִּד֗ים אֲשֶׁר֙ וַיִּכְתֹּ֣ב מְָרדֳּכַ֔י אֶת־הַדְּ
֣לֶךְ אֲחַשְׁוֵרֹ֔ושׁהַקְּרֹוִב֖ים וְהְָרחֹוִקֽים׃  בְּכָל־מְִדינֹות֙ הַמֶּ
Mordecai recorded these events. And hesent dispatches to all the Jews
throughout the provinces of King Ahasuerus,near and far, 
֖ר ָׂ ֥ה עָש לְקַיֵּם֮ עֲלֵיהֶם֒ לִהְיֹ֣ות עֹשִׂ֗ים אֵ֠ת יֹ֣ום אְַרבָָּע֤ה עָשָׂר֙לְחֶֹ֣דשׁ אֲָד֔ר וְֵא֛ת יֹום־חֲמִשָּׁ
בֹּ֑ו בְּכָל־שָׁנָ֖ה וְשָׁנָֽה׃
charging them to observe the fourteenth and fifteenth days of Adar, every year— 
כַּיָּמִ֗ים אֲשֶׁר־נָ֨חוּ בֶָה֤ם הַיְּהוִּדים֙ מֵאֹ֣ויְבֵיהֶ֔ם וְהַחֶֹ֗דשׁאֲשֶׁר֩ נֶהְּפַ֨ךְ לֶָה֤ם מִיָּגֹון֙ לְשִׂמְחָ֔ה
ּ ֣ה וְשִׂמְחָ֔ה וּמִשְׁלֹ֤וחַ מָנֹות֙ ִא֣ישׁלְֵרעֵ֔הו וּמֵֵא֖בֶל לְיֹ֣ום טֹ֑ובלַעֲשֹׂ֣ות אֹותָ֗ם יְמֵי֙ מִשְׁתֶּ
 וּמַתָּנֹ֖ות ָלֽאֶבְיֹונִֽים׃
the same days on which the Jews enjoyedrelief from their foes and the same
month which had been transformed for them from one of grief  and mourning
to one of festive joy. They were to observe them as days of feasting and
merrymaking, and as an occasion for sending gifts to one another and presents
to the poor. 
 וְקִבֵּל֙ הַיְּהוִּד֔ים ֵא֥ת אֲשֶׁר־הֵֵח֖לּוּ לַעֲשֹׂ֑ות וְֵא֛ת אֲשֶׁר־כַָּת֥ב מְָרדֳַּכ֖י אֲלֵיֶהֽם׃
The Jews accordingly assumed as an obligation that which they had begun to
practice and which Mordecai prescribed for them.



Listening to the reading of Megillat Ester
Participating in a festive meal
Sending gifts of money to people in need (it can be sent earlier so that it
reaches them on Purim)
Sending gifts of food to a friend.

Why is giving such an important way of celebrating the day?
While the gifts of money should be given to those in need, the gifts of food
should be given to friends regardless of their financial need. What is the
benefit in sending food to people who already have what they need?
This year, when most people can't celebrate Purim with others as we used
to, what can each of us do to bring happiness to other people on the
festival?

There are four primary practices on the day of Purim;
 

Additionally, many people dress up in costumes in order to celebrate the day.

Questions for discussion
     



 
To get you into the Purim mood, here is a video made by the late
Rabbi Jonathan Sacks last year.

Here is a short version of the Purim story from Mayim Bialik. 
 
And here is an insight from Rabbi Twerski, who passed away from
Covid recently.
 
All of us at Shalom Corps wish you a happy, healthy,
safe Purim full of unity and love.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gJu9N7F_0pE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cbKfB5E6sAA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b9ycIjZEA9Y

